Introduction: Malocclusion is the improper relationship of maxillary and mandibular teeth. The prevalence of malocclusion varies in different populations of the world.
INTRODUCTION
Malocclusion is the improper relationship of maxillary and mandibular teeth. It causes impairment of oral health, functions, esthetics and also affects the psychology of the individual. The prevalence of malocclusion varies among different populations of the world. This variation is attributed to genetic, racial and environmental aspects. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] Nepal is a country with diverse ethnic population, culture, climate and environment. The distribution of different malocclusions in Nepal might be different from rest of the world. Hence the objective of the present study was to study the prevalence of malocclusion in western part of Nepal and to find out the variations in prevalence of malocclusion between male and female subjects.
MATERIALS AND METHOD
A cross-sectional study was conducted among 1284 individuals in Western region of Nepal. Out of them 656 were male and 628 were female. Samples were stratified into male and female strata.
Sample size was calculated as 969 using the formula: N=4pq/L 2 .
Result:
The present study showed that Class I occlusion type with malocclusion was more prevalent than Class II and Class III However, due to availability of more number of samples, the present study was conducted among 1284 subjects.
Subjects of all age groups with complete permanent dentitions were included in the study. Subjects with grossly 
RESULT
Out of the total of 1284 western Nepalese subjects studied; the male to female ratio was 1.04:1. The age range was 13-63 years, and mean age was 38 years. The occlusal types according to Angle's classification of malocclusion and various occlusal characteristics are recorded in The present study showed no significant difference between male and female samples in occlusal types and occlusal characteristics studied.
DISCUSSION
The present report on malocclusion status and occlusal characteristics are comparable to other studies carried on Nepalese population. Shrestha BK et al reported malocclusion status of high school students in Kathmandu valley and found the prevalence of normal occlusion in 27% and malocclusion in 73%. In their study; Class I malocclusion was found in 59%, Class II in 25% and Class III in 16% cases. 9 
